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ARCTURUS is written and paid for by Rick Snearv of 2832 Santa Ans
Street, South Gate, California, and is interred in the December 1947
mailink of the S.A.P.S. This cony is beinz mimeosed ((and edited)) t7
‘om Jewett, a charming fellcwy, always willinz to help a fesllow fan (if
he can make a pound of flesh or two). RCTJURUS is dedicated to the
belelf that all men are egual and that Palmer should bte divided arong
them, )

Nell, har- s go azain -- th= second mailing. I would have b2zn in the first,
but would you beleivs it -- I was stupid =noush to think that if I wad= 30 cerbon-
copies it would bs the sems as primting. Ha. Just shovs how much you can learn in
six months, ¥211, this mailing ou ht to wmaks up for the rathsr thin ons last tims.
e havs a lot mors members, and I know of a mumbsr of th-m who are planning mags.
((Tost thou looksst at m=, master?))

An interesting qusstion wasa raised in ths last ((FIR3T.!)) mailing: ‘hat
should «#= let in, and what should b= countsd. ©Now I suggzst we work it this way:

e let in anything (vithin Postal laws, of course, from anywhers, liks FAPA or VAPA,
but only count thoszs zines put out purpossly for SAr3. It would be alright, of
courss, if ths zditor wantsd to then usz thsw in anothar apa. I sugg=st aftar this
that tus mags be marksd 2s to which apa thay want credit in, and that the wailer
cisck with thz other apa mailsrs. ((3Snzary, I hats you.s..))

Speaking of FAFA, I an pulting out a two-shastsr in th> Fsbruary mailing, but as
g0 many 2f you ar= in it I'm not going to ssend SAPS copiss, Howavar, any m=mber not
in FAPA wantinz a copy should drop ms 3¢ for pestazs and I'll b2 glad to send them
ag long as =xtra copiss last.

By now only a pesrson living in & vault could not have he2ard of thz fan-column
to bz startad in A3. And only ons mads of stons nas failsd to taks aidss. And only
ons that is blind dozsn't know that I'm against it. Well, here is what I want to
sey. C. ((for Charles)) Burbes, O-I of FAPA, has, despits thz protests of many local
TAPA members, ssnt the lest ((Fall)) mailing to b3 reviewsd by Phillips. Io metisr
shat th2 mesmb-rs think, it was unjustifisd, as it is not according to ths constitu-
tion. 2 should have found oat wnat ths mambars wantad first. =211, that is bzaeid=
thz point. I only want to say it muet noi happen n=rs. I liers op=nly t:11 Lloyd
((Alpaugh, I suppos=.)) h= has no right to send the 3AP3 mailing without a poll. Of
course, if such a poll is taken and thz mambera 2rs for it I will say no:thing.

I'd 1ik= to point out, though, “hat this coluwn will not b2 thz gr2at thing it
is bzing called. Oh, it will no doubt be ©in= for fansa, 3ut for gestting nevs fans,
I'm not so surs. After all, it is not going to bz a lattsr d=p't, and I ssk you,
except for ths few fans that by chancs msst other fans, arsn't most ne=w fans brought
in that way? Personal contact has always bzsn th= keystone. I camz in after writing
Kennedy, not after hearing of ths NFFT or reading a reoview of Shangri-L3Affaires.

And I'm sure you did too. So you s=2, when you balance up th= gains and loss2s you
come out about the same. ((I only sdit the stuff -- I don't claim to undsrstand it.))
And to me it ie heavy on ths losses side, ((h=2 continuss)). Aftsr ths thinge I havs
said, and still beleive, I could not stand to do businsss with them {(Palmer, =t al))
I've written Phillips t211ing him so. And a nots to you =2ds.; if you ars going to
have your personal zinss revisw=d, pleas=z do not uss or ask for anything by me, 1lzt-
ter or article. I will gladly subscribsz, but like Acksrman, and I hopz, by the time
you resad this, many others, I will not support zinss rsviswesd in AS. I do not want
my name in it, no matter what.



I REMIMBER FLASH GORDON

Not really, of courame, but I do remember the comic strip bearing that nawe as
well as anyons, and with the exceotion of Alex Rayuiond, the creator, as far back as
anyons. £t least, I can etill remsmber the first chapter that appeared in our Los
fngsles ZIxaminer. Tne exact date I have forgottsn -ut it must have been about 1953
or 3%, The firet picturs showed & crowd of people around a poster that told of =
giant meteor tnat was heedesd toward tne earth, which would destroy ii. The next was
e picturs of the meteor in all its fiery greatness. Tne third showed the i-sids of
a plane in which were two passsngers, TFlash Yordon and Dale Arden. The next scane
showed & small meteor knock off e wing of the plane, and the next T“lash and Dals as
seen parachuting to the ground. Ia the next we mest TOr. Zarkov, on whose land Flash
end Dale have landed. iie was pictured as being the usual mad scisntist, and he told
them hz had built a2 space ship in which he plenned to atop tne meteor by running inte
it. And at gun point he insistad thot thsy go w1th him. iy mind clouds slightly at
this point and I cannot rem=mber if they took off them or in the naxt issus. At any
rate, in th2 s=cond issue Flash ovarpowsrs th= mad Doctor and turns tha ship from
its course of doom, only to crash on thz planzt Monszo.

Thus startsd what 1s possibly ons of thz greatest series of adventurss =zvasr to
appear in the comic-waeklies, one that has lasted ovar 14 years, and shows only
8lizht 8ims of not coinz on forsver
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As a whole, the comics are scorn2d by fandom, and it is justified as ths3y are
now a poor and cheap lot coaparsd 2ven to th2 plotting o7 Cummings. Zut we should
not blind ocursslves tc ths good tners is. There arsz things worth looking into, many
things of worth that cennot bz lauzhed off. 5o let us look at thes history and the
changes, not so much of Flash Gordon as a man, but as a ssriss of stori=s and pie-
tursa, :

There are rouzhly thrz23 psriods of changs in the story and I will handle them
each in turn. Thz first rsacnes from th2 vary ceginning to somewhers around 1937-38.
™is was, 1 tnink, th=2 grsat age of Flash Gordon. The artworlk outsirippsed any in
ite fisld at that tims, and evan now only Harold Foster, creator of Frinez Valiant,
has bcen able to =qual the 1ife-liks drawings end ths imegination of scenss and sst-
tinzs. Raymond followsd no on= -- he was & leadsr, a master of shadow and linss,.
He gave with a faw lines his hero's rippling muscles and his heroinnes lovzl,; curvss.
de made his drawings coms to 1if= and havs dapth and color bayond thst given by tha
print=d page.

Nowhers was n> liks anyoas, sxczpt Tor a faw struggling artists in a few stf
magazines that never could or hav aqualled his firat zreatness. Ilot only were his
pictures human looking but there ware others guitz inhuman. Thare were the Lion-
men, the Hawk-men, and countless othners, all well-formsd and yet s=eming the alien
beings thay w<are. Ths colors helped in this for there were no white men like those
of Zartn. For the most part ths peopls seemed to he a clear yellow, and with the
exception of .ing ths Mercilesa, Emporsr of ail longo, thesy did not look Orisntal.

Too, there were ths Lion-mer who warsz ora~gs, with bushy manse and tails. THere
were rawk-men with chocolatz skin and wings, and there were black, r=d, blue, and
many other shades of man.

Possibly the most noticaples diffsrencs was the clothing which the people wors.
They were unlike aaything. wongo sz=med to nave a warm climate, and part ol the time
th2men wsres bare to tus walst. ‘Then in full drsss cost of th=2 m=2n wores chest armor
but 120t their le:s hars, Althouh they had ray-zuns o’ rll kinds they usually wors
gwords and small knives. Tt was thus a cross bstw=e2sn ths romentic days of knights
end the Par o7 futurs, As for the dress of the fewales a lot could bs said. They
ars much like thns cover girls of our own later-day prozinss but surpassed Loth in
daring aad bsauty. Bel:ig designed for beauly and to show off the wearer rather than
to conceal of kesp warm. The females too ware unlike anything ever ssen outside a
scisnce-fictionists dreavs, and ware also of mahy colors.

The stories themselves were simple in plot, as any such typs of story munt be.



Sut this was mads up for in ideaa, like the city of the Hawk-men that was supported
in the air by beams of -force; the citiss below thes sea and the machine that made
Tlash breaths weter; and the Tournsment of Death,'in which thousands of men killed
sach other in hand to hand combats of the wesirdest forms, the last man alive bsaing
mad= & kinZ. 'And theres were the top-like spacs ships, liks our modern flying
aaucsrs.

All this was summad up in ths motto on th2 coat-of-arms that b2gai ths acries
for awhils. It wes bansath a s»iasld that was divided into four parts. 1In on= was
2 sun; in anothar thz hsad of & dragon; in a third ths h=ad of something like a
lion; and in ths last a helmstted skull. Th2 motto r=ad: "We Sing Of Arms and
Herosa.," And it was ture /(Ooops, morry thsrs, Rick.)). '

Yow part Two: This lasted from th=> end of the first to about 1942, Let me make
clear thet there was no sharp lins of changs but a slow on2 that could be ssen only
aftar time has passsd. If any of you can r-member, I bslisve it happened just after
Flash left ths Witch Qusen. It was then that ths figursas bacams larger and drawn
with fewsr of ths fine lin=s so noticesable besfors. ©Other chang=s too warz szen., The
other psople th3y ((Flash and Dals?)) mst were whits, and looksd likes ZTarth m=n.

Also th=ir costumss wsr=2 not aa wsird and astrange as bofors but wers more showy and
colorful, with gold braid and bright colors like thoss of Zuropean officera of past
agsa, Although the adventures with people living in the sea or in the snow lands
wers as exciting maas th2 on=ss bsfore, they lacked somethimg. It may inde=d b> but a
picturs of our ‘own planst untold ysars in tha futur-=,

In lat=2 1941 Flash and ths othera raturnsd to Earth for a short tims to d=feat
an enemy that was thr=atsning the United Stat=a. Thia was th= first hint that our
world had not bz2n d2stroyzd by ths metzor. The resason, howsver, has never besn
givem. As Flash was of course all but a supsrman on Zarth, Raymond asemingly found
little for him to do. Zvidently unable to bresk esway from the old pattarn, Raymond
returnad th= trio, ¥lash, Dale, and Dr. Zarkhov, to ths plan=st liongo. It might bs
intspesting to note that Mongo must bs Jupitsr but with an Tarth-liks gravity. No
world of our aizs could hold so meny countrisa. For onz thine¢, it must have four
poles and a million-mila equator.

On their return the old pattsrn bagan for what may havs besn ths last tims --
that is, a beautiful quezn of a land in dangsr and in lovs with Flash, Qu2en Desira
of ths Yorast psople was all of thia, and aftar a long adventure har land was fraad.
And =0, in mid-1943, ths ascond psriod =nd=d.

Th2 Third, in which we are atill in, b2gan, and this times a fin=sr lins can be
drawn. The fizursea becam=2 cruder and sven the somswhat straamlined beauty of the
second psriod was gonz. Tverything hecams but a poorer copy of its former s=lf.
All hopz for well-planned plota disappsared, Th=z numbar of pictur=s p=r issus was
eut to fivs, and only thz bri=fast part of ths atory was told sach wask.

The fac=s, always so wsll done befors, becam=z mere blobs of color and linss.
The mannzr of dress became mors and more liks that of ths Z=rth o? our ags. Ths
truth of this was -rought out in Novembsr when Dale suddznly besgan wsaring them long.
All faith in Raymond as a lsadsr of young minds into sciznca-{iction was than loat
for me., And as it has b=zsn incr=asingly hard to fellow th= disiointesd story in the
last Fa2w months I have all but given up. The s=22mingly endlsss chass of 7ang may
never =nd, for all I know. And svsn in this I look wistfully back at yeatsry=ar, for
Ming, I feel, was a much bettsr fos and a mors cunning villain than ths fat and
stupid K2ng. For no mattar what, Ming was nsvsr stupid, somsthing Flash has bazn
pictursd a numbser of times,

Thers ars only two answesrs to the qu2stion, "What has caused thes2 changss?"
Ons: TRaymond has lost his skill and imaginaetion. Jr Two: ha has somsons =1lss
doing most of his work. As I said, th= modsrn Flash looks mors lik: a copy than a
man, I thar=fors bslisve that Raymond is sithsr dead and the s=2ri=s is being carri-zd
" on by som=on2 =1s=3, or like so many other comic artists he has givan the job to
another artist, or what is more likely, anywheras from two to six others, at diffarent
tim=s. Or psrhaps of later years lost his imagination or givan ths task of plotting
th» astory to som=zons who "as nons.



In closing, I'd like to add that the abovemention=d art changes affectad Ray-
mond's othsr strip, "Jungle Jim", though not as much. Also, out of fairnsss I havs
to say that I saw but a feow of the daily paper's Jungls Jim comic strip. =ut it never
seemed as good as the Sunday ons, lack ot color and sizz baing no doubt thz causs.
Alex Raymond was a lsadsr and a great artist at one time, and I will argus the point
with anyons. Though 3uck Rogers cams first, I f=sl it has sven yst to 2qual Flash in
art and story, beaing a mer= thud and blunder spac»s op=ra,

Thue Flash Gordon as a sariss has gons from th- top to, though not thz bottom,
a past middle position in my lik2s. But I can 8still romember thz great days, and,
with the few copies I atill have, r=livs som2 of th» =2dvanturas that laid ths ground-
work for my entrancs into stfantnsy znd fandom. T ZIND

* * * * * * * * i

W21l, chums, you havs gottsn this far. 3o I'll hit you onw2 mor=. How about
joining YOUNG FANDOM? YF is ths nswest fan club. It is, as ths nams impli=s, for
young fans from 7 to 70. Oldsr fens, too. Of courss, I rsfsr to fan-ag: whsn I say
young. Anyons just starting out in our hobby is a younz fan. YF is a club mad=s up
of young fans to help young fans. Ths id=a is to holp, encourages, and adviss. A
few of us who have wsathsred ths first atorms havs bandad togathzsr to h2lp othsrs.
3eorg> Caldw2ll was the foundsr, with aid from the Cockrofts, Je2vstt, and mys=lf.

Tom ((That's med!)) is now Prassident and Isorzs ths Official Zditor. e hava bzen
activs only six months and alrsady we hav= issusd thrzs issuzs ((Oh, Jewstt, you
clumsy zwilnik....)) of ths clubzins, a small address booklst, given at mailing costs
promag originals, started round-tabls lsttsrs, end form2d a d=zp't to asnd frae fan~-
zinzs to fans who otherwiss would not havs heard of thsm. 4And other plans arz in the
mill. Tor a club of, a2t this writing, 30 m-mbars that is prstty gzood.

Our duzs arz lower than th» W7FF, only 50¢ in 1947. 1948's duss ams undzcidad
but no doubt ths sams. I7 you wan' to join, s23nd a ysar's duss to Dzl ‘rant, 3ox 14,
Lewiaton, Idaho. You won't r2gret it. And b3 surz to t=211 thoss young fans you
corrzspond with about YF. W2 ar> hers to hslp and advise th=m, but if th:y don't
know about s w2 might aa wsll shut up shop. 3o t=211 them. And bz aurz you t=11
th2m you too are a2 membsr. 2 want activs fans in Y7, not a bunch of harmits thet
only pay duss, lik2 in thz “FTF,
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Hiya. Used up all of Rick's material, so I'll shoot off my mouth awhils. Rick,
you oaght to know what I'm going through doing this hars stsnciling and mim20ing for
you. Hara it ia our clock just atruck 2:30AM,That's quite an accomplishmant for a
clock without any chimsa. W2 us2d to havs e biz old 3randfath-=r's clock atanding in
the front room by a windows Onw windy day a4 shapsly miss hippzd by and our irand-
father's clock jump:d up waving ita handa, start:d to do a bunny-hug, and with a
final BOI'N3GG! blsw out its mainapring. Now w3 have hsavy shadss.

Now ws know th2 ups and downs of Flash Gordon, but havs any of you followed ths
adventurea of Brick Bradford? Ho had wany squally exciting advsnturss as Tlash,-
although ths art work wasn't as polishasd. He was allied with a scisntist also, but
a complatsly sane scisntist, Brick's adventures with a sizz-reduc:r into thz atom
univerae within thz 2ye of Lincoln &n a coummon coppsr penny simply can't b= b3et, in
my 2stimation. Brick was chisfly sacisnce fiction in topic, and th» desarted world
within the coppar atom was exceptionally vivid., To top it all, when Brick and the
scientist rsturned to tha out:r world after almost a year of advsntures, thsy found
that to the outsids world only a few minutss had pass2d. tlash Sordon has a worthy
rival in my stefnistic affsctions in the form of handsom2, squars jawsd Brick 3rad-
ford. And I'm aurs Rick would gladly publish an article about 3radford. I don't
know when Brick began, but I'll bet it was about the sam= or even =sarlier than Flash.
How about it, fellowa. Any Brick Bradford fans in the houss? ;7_‘_
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